Book reviews
Disorders of Voluntary Muscle edited by John N Walton TD MD FRCP 2nded ppxi+941 illustrated £10 London: J & A Churchill 1969 The second and much enlarged edition of this book follows the same general plan as the first edition, with even more attention paid to diseases involving the lower motor neurone. The wisdom of this may be doubted, as it limits the space available for the detailed description of diseases affecting principally neuromuscular transmission and the muscle fibre. The limited discussion of Bell's palsy and botulism, which can be of little value to either undergraduate or postgraduate students, is only one illustration of the result of trying to cover so wide a field, especially as the accurate and detailed presentation of the clinical picture of a disease, often very difficult, is the hallmark of an author's success.
On the other hand, the work is to be highly commended in that it is up to date in all respects, the world literature on diseases of muscle being completely covered, with a very full bibliography containing the original references to subjects not dealt with in the text. The chapter on metabolic and endocrine myopathies is noteworthy in this respect.
The reference value of the other sections of the work has been sustained by the addition of new knowledge, and the excellent chapter on the ultramicroscopic studies of muscle disease leads one to hope that the day is not far distant when the pathology of muscle in all its aspects can be integrated into one continuous story. To write, single-handed, a two-volume treatise on neoplastic development is surely a remarkable achievement. Dr Foulds' aim is nothing less than to provide 'some links between the extremes of academic biology and clinical medicine' and it would seem that this aim has been successfully realized, at least in Volume 1. (Volume 2 has not yet appeared, and it is unfortunate that so little information of its possible scope and contents is forthcoming.) Volume 1 is divided into three parts: historical introduction, general and experimental pathology of neoplastic development, and biological organization and developmental biology. The order of topics is unconventional ('definitions, classifications and terminologies' are not discussed until nearly a quarter of the way through the book), and their selection reflects a distinctive approach to the problem. The first two parts contain much that is familiar to pathologists, but one is repeatedly struck by the skill with which Dr Foulds can point to 'irritant facts', which demolish so many of the accepted generalizations about neoplasia: the sections on tumour progression and histological analysis are outstanding in this regard. The third part, concerned largely with molecular and cell biology, is likely to present tougher problems. The subject matter is complicated and the discussion is sometimes involved and difficult to follow; but the relevance of this work to neoplastic development needs no emphasis.
Until Volume 2 is available, it is impossible to make any generalization about the book. But on the evidence of Volume 1, it strikes me as an unusual, rather eclectic account which is sometimes controversial, occasionally obscure, and almost consistently stimulating and interesting. This publication in book form represents some items previously published in the Journal of Neurosurgery and presents some of the data from a non-randomized study of most aspects of management of subarachnoid haemorrhage.
The data relate to over six thousand cases investigated in multiple centres in America, with additional contributions from St George's Hospital and centres in Australia and Scandinavia. Of these, over three thousand cases harboured intracranial aneurysms, the remainder consisting of angiomas, primary intracerebral hemorrhage and subarachnoid hemorrhage of unknown etiology. Carefully designed protocols
